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Whether it be found in the 
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In thePx acrtic s of the Churches, 
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By W1r. D& L 1, Miniſter of the Goſpel. 
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2 Cor. 4. 13: 
We having the ſame ſpirit of Faith, according as it is written, 1 
believed, and therefore have 1 ſpoken : we alſo believe, and 
therefore ſpeak. 
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Vnitormity Examined, 


ACO Blſerving that our Brethren of Scotland, to- 
I; gether with the 4ſſembly of Divines, and 
the reſt of the Prezbyterian judgement, do 
S ofren both in their Diſcourle and writings, 
exceedingly preſs for Vniformity ; 'I have 
| W been urged in my ſpirir, to think upon the 

S_— ee GASS matter, and to confider whether there 

CEP ISDWS 6 be any ſuch thing found. in the #ord 
of rhe New Teftament, or in the praftice of 'the' Churches of 
Chriſt, And for my part, I ingenuouſly profels, I cannot yer diſco. 
iecit,, and would be glad if any would inſtruRt me further inthis 
particular, ſo he do-it from the Ford. 

Now Uniformity what is it, but an nity of form ? and th: 
forns they mean, no doubr, is” owtWard :: for the inward form, as 
it cannot be known by the outward ſenſes; ſo neither can it be 
accompliſhed by outward power. _Atd therefore (till I know 
their meaning better) I conceive that by »xiformity they un- 
derſtand an wnity of ontWard form-in\ the Charches of God : yea, 
ſome of them do declare ſo much, calling the thing they would 
have, Zxternal Uniformity. 

Now fuch a thing as this (after ſo much meditation and recol- 
leRion, as my other imployments, and the m:ny diſtraRtions that 
neceſſarily attend my preſent condition, will permit me) I can- 
not diſcern, in the Word of the Goſpel. For Chriſt ſpeaking of 
the Church of the New Teſtament, faith, Job. 4. 23.. The hour 
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cometh and now 1s, When the true worſhippers ſhall Wor ſhip the Fa- 
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"1 Goſpel, fo neither in the prattice of the Saints, who had the ipirit | 
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ther in Spirit and Truth, for the Father ſeekgth ſuch to wor ſhip 
him. 'God ts a Spirit, and they that worſhip him muſt worſvip him 
in Spirit and Trurh:;An which words it is moſt evident; thar the 
wor ſhip of .Gad in the time of the New Teſtament, is inward and. 
ſpiritual, conſiſting in faith, hope, love , and in prayer, which is 
the operation-of che three former, &c. And 10, is ſofar from; 
Uniformity as it hath been explicated, and as they wnderſtard it, 
that it is not at all capable of it. And therefore I cannot bur Wor 
der, at the ſtrange workings of darkneſs in the minds of men; who 
"would have an exernal Vniformity, in a worſhip that is ward; 
and /piritzal; and of which, the outward form is no part atall, but 
is meerly accidental, and fo abſolutely warioxs. 

" Again, as I finde not this Vniformity, in the dofirine of the. 


of ho Goſpel, as that prafice is repreſented-to us ;-.n, the 
Word. SAR 

| In A&: 1, 14. I read; howthe Apoſtles beingtogerberw 1 
women, and Xfary the Mother of Jelus ; and his brethren, conts. 
nued 5u2u:uÞy With one accord or mind in prayer and [upplightion 
and 4: 2,94, 44. 46. how all that believed Weretogt fy 's 
continued daily tiacPuaiiy with one minde_in the Ptrph LG 
breakbread" from houſe fo houſe , cc. And in all this there 
Unity,bur no external Uniformity,neither name northing. Again, 
Atts 4.23 Peter and John being/ler go by the Magiſtrates, went v0 
their own company (which many of our Clergy-would term a Con- 
venticle,) aud reported all that the chief Pri:ſts and Elders had ſaid 
to them ; and When they heard it , they lift. up their.voice to God, 
6 usdv uned'y With one mind, and prayed.. Here was inward Trity, in 
faith, and love,and-joy, and ſpiritual prayer, but no external” Vni- 
formity : and ver( 32. The multitnae of them that believed , Were 
of one heart, and "one ſoul. Unity ill , but nothing of external 
Uniformity, Further, we read: ets chap!27.. arid.chap; 18 that 


| Stephen and Philip, who by the Church were ordained Deacons, 


and were t6 ſerve only for-the Miniſtery of the Table, yer'by 
vertbe of the anvinting, preached the Word of God freely, and 
' powerfully : and how a/ the {embers of the Charch of Zeruſa- 


1 lem, who were: neither Ainiſters not Deacons, being ſcattered 


abroad by Perſecution, went Preaching the Word everywhere, 
where they came, in that caſe of necetlity : the unAtion of a 
w _Spirie! 
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Uniformity Examined. 
Spirit of which all Believers partake alike, being one fundamental 
ground of ſuch IMinitery , where there are no Believers to call 
to the Office : and in this, thoigh there was #nity of faith; ſpiric, 
and doRrine, yer I am fare they will ſay, there was no ſuch »»j- 
formity 1s they would have. Again, es 20. Pal the firſt day 
of the Week, preached to the Diſciples of Macedonia, from the 
Evening till Midnight(which Dr. Pock/iagron in a printed Sermon 
faith; was oxt of order, that is, out of Prelatical' order, or Prezby- 
terial Uniformity ) and after brake bread, an({did cat, and talked 
with them a long while , till break, of ' day: and going from 
thence, he arrived at Epheſis, and there called the Elders of the 
Chuch together, and appeals tothem after what manner he had 
been with them, to wit, /erving the Lord with all humility of 
minde, and-with many tears and temptations, &c, and how, he had 
held back nothing profitable for them, bnt, had taught them pub- 
likely, and from houſe to houſe ( which I wiſh were more in uſe 
now-a-dayes, if it might obtain ſo much leave from Vniformiry ) 
and had preached to them Repentance towards God , and Faith to- 
Wards'vur Lord Jeſns Chriſt:our chief work rowards God fince our 
fall and corrupriva being Repertance, which is che change of the 
creature rowatds God, through Gods own work in the creature: 
andthis is nor done without the ſorrow of the fleſh ; and our 
chief work towards Chriſt, who is given to ug as a head; being 
Faith or Union. And in the end, exhorts the Proddtars! to take 
heed to them/elves (who according to the Charch principles of 
this age, want no admonition themſelves, ſeeing they are become 
2 peremptory rule to all others) and to the flocks over which the hol 
Spirit (and not Patrons) had made them Over-ſeers, to feedthe 
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in «ll this, neither prafice/ bimſeif, nor preaches to them, br 
commands them to preach ro others , or impoſe upon othets, any 
ſuch kind of thing as external nniformity, And fo ſurely, they 
that ſo vehemently urge this thing, that they make it af in a4, in 
their, Reformation, have ſome other teacher phen the &fpoſt/e,vho | 
being caught of Chriſt, as Chriſt was taught of God , yer knew no 
ſuch thing ar all, in the wor/bzp of God as VUniformity. 

And yet further, that the wor/d (if it be poſſible) may be the 
more convinced , obſerve a licrle more ſeriouſly the pratice of 


Church of God, which ke had parchaſed With his own blood, cc: But | 


Chriſt and the Saints, in refetence to this poinig, and you (hall fee 
G 2 " nothing 
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nothing lefs then external-Uniformity. Sce this in the prayer of 


1 Chriſt, (Prayer for the duty it (elf, being nothing, bur ſo much 


j:iritwal worlbip, as being the yoyce of the Spirit inthe fleſs, 
boch-in head & members ).T his,Chriſt ſometimes performed, wich 
bis eyes lifted upco Heaven, ſometimes being proſtrate with his 
body on the-Earth,and /o ſeveral times, ſeveral wayes : and as he, 
ſo the Saints, have; ſome prayed ſtanding, & lifting up their hands, 
as Moſes ; ſome, kneeling andifring up their hands, as: Solomen ; 
ſome, ſtanding and not hiring up their eyes, as the Publican, &c. 
And what external nifarmity in all this ? And as for Praying, 
ſo for Preaching ; Chriſt ſomerimes preached in a ip, ſomerimes 
on the boar, ſometimes in the. City Zeruſalem, ſometimes in the 
Temple, ſometimes in the Deſart, ſometimes ear/y, ſometimes late, 
as if he intended on. p-rpoſe, to witneſs, againſt that picce of che 
Myſtery of Iniquity, which in after Ages ſhould be called Uni- 
farmity.. -S0. Paul preached ſometimes on the Zews Sabb.th, 
ſometimes on the firſt day of the week, ſometimes each day of the 
week, ſometimes in the day, ſometimes in .the »ight; ſometimes 
prayed-in the hex/e, ſometimes on the boar : he curcumcilgd: 75: 
wothy amovg the weak, refuſed to circumciſe Tiras among the 
perverſe, became 25a Jew to the Fews, 3s a Greek.to the Greeks,to 
the weak as weak, to the ſtrong as ſtrong, all thingsto, all men, that 
he might win, ſqme : and what external Uniformity was here ? 
And then for the Sacraments, Chriſt . adovniſtred, the Sacrament 
of the Supper, immediately after Supper; Pax! at midnight, and it 
may be others 1n the warning, or at noone : and what external 
Uniformity in all this? : And for Government ; ſometimes the 
Apoſtles mer together into a Comncel, and in that Councel or- 
dered things not of their. ow» heads, or by plurality of woyces, 


and Spirit, they pptin execstion by the power of the Word and 
Spirit, and not by the power of the FYorld. At other times, Mini. 
fers and Beljevers, did things by the Word and Spirit among 
themſelves, by the mutual conſent of both; or elſe Believers a- 


| lone among themſelves, if there were no Arniſters preſent. And 


where the. number of Believers were wore, they ſtogd in need of 
wore Officers : and where fewer, of fewer Officers ; and all theſe 
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butby the Word and Spirit ; and what they ordered by the Word | 


things, are the free ordering of the Churches , who have Chriſt, | 
the Spirit, and the Father among them , and in them, and ſo are | 


. taken 
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+ at Unifermity, Examined. 


taken out of the bondage of men, into the freedowof God: That 


truly I ſee not the Goſpe/, more ſetting its ſpirit, agaivſt any thing | - 


of eAntichriſt, then againſt this point of external wniformity. For 
if we have oze.Lord, Chriſt, Spirit, Faith, Baptiſm, and God, all 
other things are ras to the Churches, as Gad(hall orderby them, 
and no otherwiſe ; and the reaſon, and wiſdom, and prudence of 
man, have no place in this world, where the Sun of righteouſneſs 
ſbines,as the only light ? 

But againſt this that hath been ſaid,do lie ſome objettions;as firſt, 

The Prophet foretold that the Lord. ſhould be one, and bis name 
oxe, and doth not this imply exrernal uniformity. 

I anſwer, nothing leſs : for the Apoſtle explicates plainly and 
clearly, what it is to have the Lord one, and his rawe' ove, among 
believers, £ph.4.ch.4.5. 6. where he faith, there is ip the ſpiritual 
Church, oe Boay, and one Spirit, one hope of our calling,'one Lord, 
one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and father of all, Who u above all, 
through all, and in all. Where you ſee, that among believers, there 


is.2 manifold unity, but no external wniformity z yeathe prayer of | 


(chriſt the Son, for the Church, unfolds clearly thei promiſe of God 
the Father to the Church, 70h. 17:Chriſt prays,that they «(who are 
many among themſelves, according tothe fleſh) may be one as thou 
Father art in me, and I in thee, ( that is according to the wnity of 
the Spirit, not external nniformity ) that after this manner they alſo 
may be one 51 #4. 

Bur again it is objeRed out of 1 Coy. 14, that the Apoſtle re- 
quiresthat all things may be done in the Church decently and in order: 
and di.th not this imply external uniformity ? 

I anſwer,that they will hardly admit in their Pars/> Churches, 


ſuch a decency and order. as the Apoſtle there means, neither are 


they capable of it, For he ſaith before, hen the whole Church is | 
come together into ſome place, that all may propheſie one by one, that | 
all may learn,and all may be comforted: and that during this exerciſe / 


of propheſying, if any thing be revealed toanother, the former to 


give place ; and he mult ſpeak that hath the c/eareft light, ſeeing | 
the Sptrit, to whomſoever it isgiven, it is given to profit Withal. | 


And that though a/ may prophelie one by one, yet all may not pro- 
pheſic at oxce, for then it would not be order, but confuſron, which 


the Apoſtle would have avoided, ſaying, Let all things be dene de- 
cently and in order, And this decency too, he perſwades to by the | 
G 3 Word | 
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6 | ©  Cmifarmity Exanincd. 
| word, he doth not enforce by ſecular power : And if they will call 
this «niforwity, for beleevers to propheſie one after another, ac- 
cording to the variety of the gifts of the Spirit, and not many, or 
ewo or three ar once, or the ſame time, we willingly agree with 
them : bur-how'far this thing, is from their ſence, every one 
{ knows. | 
| -. Thus you fee, theſe obje&50n; anſwered,and I am confident there 
are no more can be brought, bur may as clearly and eafily be an- 
(wered as theſe. | 

And therefore, I ſay, I wonder, and wonder again, that we ha- 
ving covenanted and agreed together ſolemnly,to endeavour for a 
Government moſt agreeable to the word of God,ſhould in the mean 
cime, be left ſo yoid, of the /pirir and /jghr of the Goſpel, is to 
fall upon external wniformity, which is nowhere ro' be found in 
the Goſpel, nor inthe praiſe of primitive Chriſtians. 

Yea, while I-confider more ſeriouſly of. the Matter, me thinks 
external uniformity is a monſtrous thing, ( how glorious ſoever in 
- | their eyes ) and not to be foundeitherin »atwre or in grace, either 
' | in Chiſts Kingdotn, orthe Kingdoms ofthe word. 
| © Tn nature is nd external wniformity extended to all the works of 
_ | natore for look'into the world, and ſee if there be not variety of 
»| forms ; heavenly and earthly bodies, having ſeveral form ; and in 
the earth, each bird, beaſt, tree, plant, creature, differs one from 
* | another, in ourWard forms. If the Whole creation, ſhould appear in 
one forms, or external uniformity, what a monſtrous thing would it 
be,noching differing from the firſt chaos ? But the variety of forms 
in the world is the beauty of the world : So that though there be 
a moſt admirable nnity among all the creatures, yet there is no- 
thing leſs then external uniformity. 

Again, as there is no external wniformity ſpread over the great 
World, fo nor yet over the /ittle world, or man. For look upon a | 
man, conſiſting of hzadand wembers,onto which the Apoſtle com. | 
pares the Church, and you ſhall not finde all the members like one | 
another, neither in regard of their outWard forms, nor operations : | 
for the hand;doth not move as the foor, nor the foot a as the han; | 
and if all che'members ſhould appear and aR in one form, what a | 
monſter would a man be ? And yet among the members, though 
there be no external uniformity, yet there is admirable unity. 

And yec again, look into the Kingdoms of the wor/4, and you 
(hall 


—— 
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thall ſee no ſuch thing in them as externa/wmiformity's Here in 
-| England you (hall obſerve that York is not governed as Hal, nor 
Hull «vs Hallifax, nor that as Briſtol, ec. neither is one ( ownty, 
governe& wniformly as another; there is no wniformity inthe go- 
vernment of Kerr and Eſſtx; nor,ove town, governedke ano- 
ther; in Godwmancheſter,the youngeſt fon inherits,in Hantington the 
Eldeſ# : nor one (rporation governed like another, nor one Com- 
pany in the City governed as'another ; and yer berween all 
Counties, Cities, Towns, Corporations, Companies, there is wnity, 
though no external unifarmity. Yea, look upon the famous City 
of London, and there are, it may be,an hundred thouſand families, 
or more init, andeach one governed after a /evera/-manner, and 
among all theſe families, there is no' external wnifermity, and yet 
they. all agree well enough, in the ny of a City. 

Nay further, to bring but one man, to an wiiformity of /ife and 
praftice, by an outward taw, would be the moſt abſolute tyrawny 
in the-world; and make his life worſe then dearth.” To/ compel 


every man by a Law every day in the'week, or every ' Mundy, 
Tſeday, &c. in the week; to an wniformity of life, that be ſhall 
riſe at the ſame rime, ule the ſame poſtures, ſpeak the ſame: words; 
ear the {ame food, receive the ſame'phyſick, fit; andtand; and walk, 
and lie-down at the ſame fet times, who ever heard of ſuch acruet 
bondage ? What an ab/wrd and ivtolerable thing then” is wniformi- 
ty-in the life of 4 man, taking away all ſreedons of the ſou} ?- Bur 
how much more evil and intolerable is uniformity in the life of a 
Chriſtian, or of the true Churches of Chriſt, raking away all free- 
dom o#the Spirit of God, who bting one with God,' works inthe 
freedom of God, and is not to be bownd, with any authoritative or | 
coercive power, of poor,dark, ignorant, vain, fooliſh,proud, and | 
finful men ? 

Whar now then do the Presbyters mean by nniformity? Would | 
they have the word preached,and theSacraments adminiſtred,and 
the name of God called on, and alf this done in Spirss and trmth, | 
inthe Churches of Chriſt ? this cruly is #»ity and not #niformiry, | 
and ſuch an #»ity as no man can compel. Bur would they have, the 
Word preached, the name of God called on, Sacraments admini- | 
ſtred, the ſpicicaal Diſcipline of the ſpiritual Church mannaged, | 
the vertues of Chriſt, ard graces of the Spirit-in the Saints exerci- | 
ſed, and all this in one-and thy ſame ontward form, or wniformity ? * 
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F339 .  Oniformity Examined, 
| Thisis theburthenof the Saiprs, the bondage of the Church, the 
q-  ſtraitning of the Spirie,: che limiting of Chriſt, and the eclipling 
the glory of the Father. And how w/e ſo ever, theſe men may be, 
in-natural and carnal things: yet their i/dows, is but foolifoarreſs in 
ſpiricaaf things, io which there is no-more wniformity, then in the 
workings of the Spirit, who works /everally, in ſeveral Saints, and 
ſeveral, in the ſame Saints, at ſeveraltimes : And therefore they 
chat would tye the (arch to an uniformity, which works nor of it 
| ſelf, but as the Spiriz works in ir, let them firſt tye the” Spirie,ro an 
| #niformity, and we are contented. But theſe men, ſeemto run a 
ſad\hazard, who would thus reduce the workings of the Spirie, in 
Chriſtiansand Churches, to an o#:ward wniformity, according to 
their own wird and fancy, and ſo would rule and order, and. en- 
large and ftraiten. the Spirit of Gad, by the ſpirit of men, (ceing it is 
worlſe,co fin againſt Chriſt in the Spire, then againſt Chiiſt in che 
bs. : it ' >. 
are” therefore, till I be otherwiſe caoght by the word, I cannvr 
conceiye that there oght tobe, or-is poſſible to be, any ſuch exter- 
{ ual uniformity, inthe Churches of Chrilt, as theſe men ſtrive, 
wraltle, ſwear, contend for, I will not fay are ready to fight for: 
but that ſevera/ Churches of Chriſt, having wwity of dotrine, faith, 
the Spirig, ordipances,G&c. may have divers forme, of outward ad- 
miniſtratiops,as God and Chriſt by the Spirit (hal-lead.-rhem ; and|' 
that every, Church, is in theſe things to be lefe frce, and no Church 
forced,by any outward poWver,to follow or imitate another Chuech, 
againſt its Wl, not beingfreely led unto it, by the Spiric of God, 
Neither do I think, that God hath ſer up, any company of men, 
or Syned in the world, to ſhine to a whole Nation, 10 that all 
People (hall be conſtrained to follow their jadgement,and to walk, 
by their light, ſeeing other Miniſters and (briſtians, may have 
more light and ſpirit, then they. Neither hach (ri. promiſed 
his preſence and ſpirit, to AMinifters more then-twbelievers, nor} 
more £0 an <amdred, then two or three : And it - £1vo- or three Chai. 
{tizns in the Country, being met together in the nawe of Chrilt, 
have Chriſt himſelf, with his word and Spirit among the, they 
need not ride many miles to the Aſſembly at London to know what 
to do, or how to carry and behave themlelves,in the things of God. 
And therefore, forany company of men, of what repwre ſoever, 
to ſet up their oWn judgement.in a Kingdom, for a peremptory rale, 
| from 
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and abiliffts, and leiſure, ro diſcourſe more fully to chis chac 
the bead of Formatity which is ſo carefully nouriſhed by 
| humane reaſon, may be craſhed 


from which no #14x mult vary, and-to compel all the fairhful 
people of God, who are the very members of Jeſus Cheilt him- 
ſelf, to fall dows before it, upon pain of being caſt into the bur- 
ning heryfurnace of their indignation, heated ſeven times more hot 
then ordinary, through the deſired acceſs of ſecular power to their 
power,is 2 fr Worſe work, in my eyes, then that of King Nebu- 
chadnezzar; ſetting up a golden Image, and forcing all to fall down 
before it ; ſeeing ſpiritzal Idolatry, is fo much Worſe then corpo- 
ral, as the ſpirit is berter then the fleſh, 

And therefore I do think ( let them teach me better by the 
word chat can ) that «»formity ( the great Diana of the Pregby- 
rerians, and the Image that falls down from the brain and fancy 
of man ) hath no footing in the Scriptares,. or in the iſe of 
the Churches of (br: : And that the Presbyterian mn is 
neera kin to Prelatical conformity, and is no other then the ſawe 
thing, under another word, after the manner of Prelacy and Pres- 
aria and do conclude, that wnity is Chriſtian, wniformity Anti 


chriltian. 

And this I-have only hinted, and that briefly, among many oc. 
cafions, to diſcover to the faichfull, chat ſome of the very dreg: of 
Antichriſtian;/me,ſt:1l prevail and domincer, under the very name 
of Reformation : And alſo to give occalion, ro men of more ſpirit, 


in pieces by the poWey of the word. 
| t JOHN 2. 27, | 

T he annointing which ye have received of him, abideth in you, 
and ye need not that any man ſhould teach yon,but a4 the ſame anoint- 


ing teacheth you all things, and is truth, and u nolye, and even as it 
hath taught you, you ſhall abide in him. 


The ſpiritual Church is taught by the anointing, the carnal 
Church by Conncel;. | 


FINIS. 
H The 


